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How St. Francis tamed the very fierce wolf of Gubbio 
 

At a time when St. Francis was staying in the town of Gubbio, something 
wonderful and worthy of lasting fame happened. 

For there appeared in the territory of that city a fearfully large and fierce 
wolf which was so rabid with hunger that it devoured not only animals but even 
human beings.  All the people in the town considered it such a great scourge and 
terror—because it often came near the town—that they took weapons with them 
when they went into the country, as if they were going to war. 

While the Saint was there at that time, he had pity on the people and 
decided to go out and meet the wolf.  But on hearing this, the citizens said to him: 
“Look out, Brother Francis.  Don’t go outside the gate, because the wolf which 
has already devoured many people will certainly attack you and kill you!” 

But St. Francis placed his hope in the Lord Jesus Christ who is master of 
all creatures.  Protected not by a shield or a helmet, but arming himself with the 
Sign of the Cross, he bravely went out of town with his companion, putting all his 
faith in the Lord who makes those who believe in Him walk without any injury on 
an asp and a basilisk and trample not merely on a wolf but even on a lion and a 
dragon.  So with his very great faith St. Francis bravely went out to meet the wolf. 

Then in the sight of many people who had come out and climbed onto 
places to see this wonderful event, the fierce wolf came running with its mouth 
open toward St. Francis and his companion. 

The Saint made the Sign of the Cross toward it.  And the power of God, 
proceeding as much from himself as from his companion, checked the wolf and 
made it slow down and close its cruel mouth. 

Then St. Francis said; “Come to me, Brother Wolf.  In the name of Christ, I 
order you not to hurt me or anyone.” 

It is marvelous to relate that as soon as he had made the Sign of the Cross, 
the wolf closed its terrible jaws and stopped running, and as soon as he gave it 
that order, it lowered its head and lay down at the Saint’s feet, as though it had 
become a lamb. 

And St. Francis said to it as it lay in front of him; “Brother Wolf, you have 
done great harm in this region, and you have committed horrible crimes by 
destroying God’s creatures without any mercy.  You have been destroying not 
only irrational animals, but you even have the more detestable brazenness to kill 
and devour human beings made in the image of God.  You therefore deserve to 
be put to death just like the worst robber and murderer.  But, Brother Wolf, I want 
to make peace between you and them, so that they will not be harmed by you any 
more, and after they have forgiven you all your past crimes, neither men nor dogs 
will pursue you any more.” 

The wolf showed by moving its body and tail and ears and by nodding its 
head that it willingly accepted what the Saint had said and would observe it. 

And St. Francis said; “Brother Wolf, I want you to give me a pledge so that I 
can confidently believe what you promise.” 



And as St. Francis held out his hand to receive the pledge, the wolf also 
raised its front paw and meekly and gently put it in St. Francis’ hand as a sign 
that it was giving its pledge. 

Then St. Francis said, “Brother Wolf, I order you, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to come with me now, without fear, into the town to make this peace 
pact in the name of the Lord.” 

So when a very large crowd had gathered, St. Francis gave them a 
wonderful sermon, saying among other things that such calamities were 
permitted by God because of their sins, and how the consuming fire of hell by 
which the damned have to be devoured for all eternity is much more dangerous 
than the raging of a wolf which can kill nothing but the body, and how much more 
they should fear to be plunged into hell, since one little animal could keep so 
great a crowd in such a state of terror and trembling.  

“So dear people,” he said, “come back to the Lord, and do fitting penance, 
and God will free you from the wolf in this world and from the devouring fire of 
hell in the next world.” And after having said that, he added, “Listen, dear people.  
Brother Wolf, who is standing here before you, has promised me and has given 
me a pledge that he will make peace with you and will never hurt you if you 
promise to feed him every day.  And I pledge myself as bondsman for Brother 
Wolf that he will faithfully keep this peace pact.” 

Then all the people who were assembled there promised in a loud voice to 
feed the wolf regularly. 

And St. Francis said to the wolf before them all, “And you, Brother Wolf, do 
you promise to keep this pact, that is, not to hurt any animal or human being? 

Then in the presence of all the people the wolf raised its right paw and put 
it in St. Francis’ hand as a pledge. 

From that day, the wolf and the people kept the pact which St. Francis 
made. 

 
 
 

As you prayed with this passage, what thoughts came to your mind? 
 
 
 

What feelings and desires arose in your heart? 
 
 
 
 

What actions/resolutions does this passage inspire you to take? 


